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Publiſhed in the New-York Mercury, January 5, 1756. 


Mr. Gal xE, 


The following Letter from a Gentleman in New-York, to his Friend at 
Philadelphia, is upon a Subject of ſo much Importance, that I beg you'll 
give it a Place in your Paper. 


S I R, 


Thank you for the Copy of Evans's Map of the Middle Britiſh Colonies, 

# It heros in a very ſtriking Point of Light, that the Virginia Solicitations 
for the Landing of the European Troops in that Colony, in order from 
thence to make a Deſcent upon Fort Du Queſne, vere to the laſt Degree abſurd, 
abſtracted from their Fitneſs to ſerve the Intereſt of a private Company, at the 
Expence of the Welfare of the Public. Had General Braddock's Army ſuc- 
ceeded in that Enterprize, it would, in my humble Opinion, have been a uſeleſs 
and untenable Acquiſition , and therefore nothing could be more fortunate, than 
that Part of the Scheme for dividing the Troops, and General Shirley*s pro- 
ceeding to Oſwego, by which Means that Garriſon has been preſerved from fall- 
ing into the Hands of our Enemies; which but for his ſingular Precaution, would 
have been it's inevitable Fate. If we can maintain the Command of the Lake 
Ontario, the Forts at Preſque Iſle, Riviere Beuf, and that at Du Queſne, 
2with all the other Encroachments on the Ohio, muſt neceſſarily fall, becauſe the 
only remaining Rout from Canada, thro? the Outawais-River, the Lakes Huron 
and Erie, will be attended with inſuperable Difficulties. But if the French are 
permitted to paſs thro the Lake Ontario, and to continue their Forts at La 
Gallette, Frontenac and Niagara, it will be impoſſible to preſerve the Country, 
or the Fidelity of the Five Nations, or to defend the Frontiers of our South- 
weſtern Colonies. This appears evident from all the Maps of the back Country; 
and if one may argue from the Veſſels which General Shirley built laſt Summer 
upon the Lake, the Works erefted at Oſwego, and the ſtrong Garriſon left there 
this Winter, doubtleſs he conſiders the Poſſeſſion of the Lands on both Sides of 
that Lake, and the compleat Command of it, as the grand Object which he ought 
to have in View. But nothing to Purpoſe can be done, without the Reduction 
of Frontenac, which commands the Entrance from Canada, and is diſtant about 
180 Miles from Montreal. Conſidering the Matter in this Light, I was ex- 
tremely ſurpriſed to find the Author of the Map you ſent me, endeavouring to 
obſtrutt the Attempt upon Frontenac, by putting in a Claim to it, on the Bebalf 
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of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. For, befides the Colouring in the Map, the Au- 
thor in a Pampblet, or Analyſis, which accompanies it, tells us, that © the 
French being in Poſſeſſion of Fort Frontenac, at the Peace of Ryſwick, 
« which they attained during their War with the Confederates, gives them an 
* undoubtcd Title to the Acquiſition of the North-weſt Side of St. Lawrence 
* River, from thence to their Settlement at Montreal. But the Confederates 


&« ſtill preſerved their Right to the other Side, fully to Lake St. Francis, 
leaving the Reſt to Montreal as 4 Boundary.” | | 


This Pamphlet is intitled, Geographical, Hiſtorical, and PoLiTicaL Eſſays, 
&c. and doubtleſs the French King is much obliged to the Author, for this ſea- 
ſonable Specimen of his Politics. For thouſands who obſerve this Paſſage in his 
Analyſis, may take the Doctrine for an inconteſtable Truth, and thro* an Indo- 
lence, common to moſt Men, ſpare themſelves the Trouble of examining the Treaty 
of Ryſwick, which would give the Inquirer as indifferent an Opinion of Mr. 
Evans's Talent at Reaſoning, as we ought to have of this his PoLIiTicaL 
Tenet. All that the Treaty contains, that can be thought to be in the leaſt 
Degree applicable to the Matter now under Conſideration, is in the VIIth Article, 
which is in theſe Words, ** That the moſt Chriſtian King ſball reſtore to the 
„King of Great-Britain, all Countries, Iſlands, Forts, and Colonies, where- 
« ſoever ſituated, which the Engliſh did poſſeſs before the Declaration of the 
&« preſent War: And in like Manner the King of Great-Britain ſhall reſtore 
to the moſt Chriſtian King, all Countries, Iſlands, Forts, and Colonies, where- 
* ſoever ſituated, which the French did poſſeſs before the ſaid Declaration of 


* War: And this Reſtitution ſhall be made on both Sides, within the Space of 
ix Months, or ſooner, if it can be done.” 


Now upon the Suppoſition, that this Treaty has any Relation to the preſent 
Debate, and admitting, that the French attained the Fort at Frontenac during 
the War, the moſt dbvious Concluſion is, that they ought by Virtue of this Treaty, 
to have reſtored it to the Britiſh Crown ; and this Conſequence appears to me ſo 
natural and neceſſary, that Mr. Evans, or the Gentleman who ſuggeſted this 
Hint to him, is under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to his Majeſty, and the Public, 
to make a Declaration of his Inducements to advance this extraordinary Doctrine, 
eſpecially at fuch a Funtture as the preſent. Had Mr. Evans's Concluſion been 
founded upon a long Thread of Argument, all the World would in Charity ſup- 


| Poſe that he had fallen into an Error thro Inattention; but to publiſh a Map, 


and aſſert in Print, in the moſt poſitive Terms, that the King of France has 
an undoubted Title to the very Lands, for the regaining of which his Majeſty 
is now in Arms, and to found that Title upon a ſolemn Treaty, and yet ſuppreſs 
the Publication of the Articles relating to it; is a Piece of Conduct, for which 
I confeſs myſelf at a Loſs to account. Certainly it has a moſt miſchievous Ten- 
dency. The Bulk of Mankind are weak enough, to repoſe an implicit Faith in 
every Thing aſſerted in Print; and few but will take Mr. Evans's Word that 
Frontenac belongs to the French, eſpecially as it is ſo ſtrongly aſſerted, with a 
Reference to a Treaty for Proof, which one would preſume muſt be plain, ſimple 
and expreſs. 


Should 
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Should his Majeſty's Orders to the General extend only to the Removal of Eu- 
croachments, without naming them in particular, no Man can tell how many of 
his Subjetts may refuſe to be concerned the next Campaign, in an Attempt upon 
Frontenac; which, according to this ſurpriſing Piece of Politics, could be 
unauthoritative and illegal, and of Conſequence expoſe all who may be concerned 
in it to his Majeſty's Reſentment. We do not want Men of evil Deſigns, in 
ſome of our Colonies, at leaſt, who would doubtleſs gladly improve Mr. Evans's 
Map, to ferve a French Intereſt ; and it is well known, that not long ſince a 
very reſpettable Bedy, unacquai: ted with his Majeſty's Rights in America, or 
influenced by falſe Geographical Repreſentations, ſeemed in Anſwer to a Meſſage 
from one of our Governors, to doubt the Equity of our Claim to the very Lands 
on the Ohio, which even Mr. Evens himſelf has included in the Province of 
Penſylvania. Other Conſequences equally prejudicial to the Britiſh Intereſt, may 
attend the Diſper/ion of this Chart, and it's more miſchievous Analyſis, in Europe. 
The inteſtine Enemies of the Government, and all thoſe who are diſaffefted to the 
preſent glorious and vigorous Meaſures of the Miniſtry, weu!ld not fail to make 
the worſt Uſe of our Authors Doctrine, to ſtir up the Coals of Diſcontent in 
Great-Britain and Ireland; which the French, after our Example, would 
doubtleſs urge the Map as excluſive Evidence againſt our Right to the Lands on 


the North-fide of the Iroquois River, which iſſues from the Lake, and falls 
into St. Lawrence at Montreal. 


It is true indeed, the Britiſh Title to that Country can be eſtabliſbed by the 
moſt irrefragable Arguments, founded on the ſolemn Deciſions of the two Trea- 
ties of Utrecht and Aix-la-Chapelle ; but this hinders not the malignant Con- 
ſequences I have mentioned, nor does it weaken the Obligations Mr. Evans lies 
under, to correct his Error; for I hope you have Reaſons to think it deſerves a 
Name no worſe : and let me intreat you, SIR, to preſs him to do it with the 
utmoſt Diſpatch. Nothing could be more unſeaſonable, than the Edition of bis 
Map, in the preſent Situation of Affairs. And I could wiſh the reſpective Colo- 
nies, for the future, would paſs a Law to reſtrain theſe Gentlemen, who divert 
themſelves with ſetting Bounds to Provinces and Empires, till their Works have 

Stood the Teſt of an accurate Examination, by Fudges whoſe Capacity enables 
them, and whoſe Office may oblige them to give ſuch Kind of Performances the 
ſevereſt Scrutiny. I believe you will agree with me, that this Map of Evans's 
affords the ſtrongeſt Argument in favour of ſuch a Regulation; for ſhould the 
diſputed Limits receive a Settlement according to that Gentleman's ſage Opinion, 
and important Diſcoveries, theſe Colonies could never be ſecured againſt the 


Irruptions of the French, and muſt, in a ſhort Proceſs of Time, be entirely loſt 
to Great-Britain. 


1 am, SIR, 


1/t Dec. 1755: 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


AN 


. 


wo”... 
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To fo much of the foregoing LETTER as concern: 
| the Public, &c. 


The INTRODUTION. 


Paper publiſhed in laſt Monday's New-York Mercury, being in a 
A particular Manner directed to me, I am obliged, in Juſtice to my 

own Character, and for the Satisfaction of the Public, to give 
Anſwer to ſo much thereof, as relates to four Points. 


1. WHETHER the Virginia Solicitations for the landing the European Troops 
in that Colony, in order from thence to make a Deſcent upon Fort Du QuesNe, 
be not to the laſt Degree abſurd ; which the Author aſſerts, upon the Autho- 
rity of my Map; is true in itſelf, and agreeable to any Intimation of mine; 
or not. 


2. WHETHER the Preſervation of Oſwego was owing to General SHIRLEY's 
proceeding thither, as the Letter Writer aſſerts ; is true or not. 


3. WrETHER Frontenac is of the Importance the Author repreſents it; 
Or not. | 


4. WHETHER a Paſſage in the Analyſis of my General Map, which runs 
thus: The French being in Poſſeſſion of Fort Frontenac. at the Peace of 
« Ryſwick, which they attained during their War with the Confederates, 
gives them an undoubted Title to the Acquiſition. of the North-Welt 


Side of St. Laurence River, from thence to their Settlement at Montreal, +” + P. 14. 


is true, as I thought it was, or falſe, as this Author aſſerts. . 


I muſt premiſe an Apology, that as this Paper was publiſhed, when the 
Author knew I was in New-York, and of courſe muſt be deſtitute of the 
Papers and Books, neceſſary to carry on a Controverſy ſo deeply founded as 
the latter Article, and the ſudden Departure of a Ship now going to England, 
to carry the Charges againſt me, not admitting me time enough to 80 * 

end. 


: = * 
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ſend for them to Philadelphia ; he thought it adviſable thus to non-plus me, 
for the ſake of damning my Credit, and impoſing on People in England by 
theſe egregious Miſrepreſentations. But tho' I have not been able to bor- 
row here any one public Paper neceſſary in the Diſpute, but the Articles of 
the Peace of Ry/wick, I hope however my Familiarity with the Affairs of 
America, and a few Notes I had caſually by me, will be ſufficient to ſet the 
Affair in a clear Light. And the Reader is deſired to obſerve, that this 
Paper is only thrown out occaſionally ; and that the various Rights and Pre- 
tenſions of the Engliſh and French to all this Country will be ready for the 
Preſs in a few Months. But as it would not be proper to intermix with 
what ſo immediately concerns the Public, any Replies to the perſonal Inſults 
that the Author, from his ſuperior Station, throws down upon me, which 
are worthy only of Ridicule, I ſhall not ſo far gratify him, as to make 
him the Reply he deſerves, leſt he have the Excuſe he wants of having Par- 
ties formed againſt him to impede his Deſigns; and he is with ſo much Induſ- 
try endeavouring to make, And as every Reader would not be ſcnſible of 
the Neceſſity I am under of this Publication at this Time, I have prefixt the 
Paper which is the Cauſe of it—And were I to inform him, by whom it is 
uſhered to the Public, he would imagine the Author would have had ſome- 


thing elfe to do. 


GC NE 


” 


An Enquiry into the Propriety of ſending Britiſh Forces to Virginia; 
the Conſequences that have followed the ordering thoſe to Albany 
that had been ſent thither ; and will follow, if not ſupplied. | 


The Letter T HE Author of the Letter begins with ſaying, © That Evans's Map 
Writer repre- of the Middle Brit; Colonies ſhews in a very ſtriking Point of 
ſents the Ab- Light, that the Virginia Solicitations for the Landing of the European 
2 ” Troops in that Colony, in order from thence to make a Deſcent upon 
to Virimia, Furt du Queſue, were to the laſt Degree abſurd.” Let any Perſon look at 
Which wants the Map, and he will perceive that this wants no Refutation ; becauſe of 
no Refutation. the Nearneſs of that Fort to the Sea by that Way, and the vaſt Diſtance it 

is by any other; and none deſtitute of Woods, D-files, and Indian Enemies. 
p. 23 & 24, But let him look into the Analyſis, $ and he will find that there is but 
By Firginia is about ſeventy Miles Land Carriage between Potomack and the Branches of 
288 the Ohio. This Land Carriage begins at a Place, till of late pretty well 
Ohio 5 | ſettled by the Eugliſb. Potomack, in all the Way from the Falls to Wills 
The Portage Creek, Spring and Fall, when the Water is high, or to the South Branch 


_ 70 in dry Seaſons, at the Head of an inland Navigation, has not in all the 
iles, TY Way - 
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Way ſo many bad Rifts as the Mobocks River has, from Stenectady to 

Fort Hunter. This Part we yet are in Poſſeſſion of; and were after Brad- ,-, we 

dock's Defeat, and the Junction of the routed Party, with the Reſerve were once 

under Col. Dunbar, of the Carrying-Place to the Waters of Obio; being Maſters of, 
but 12 or 14 Miles to the Mouth of Redſtone Creek, from whence to Fort 

Du Queſnue, the fine River Manaungabela is 6 or 700 Feet wide, every where 

gentle and deep enough for Flats, which would carry any four Batteaux 

that can go on the Mobocks River with all their Loading. 


. 
1M 


This Author has let us into the Secret, at whoſe Inſtigations the Poſt on 
Laurel Hill was abdicated, and by that means have given to the French the and have ſince 
Command of the Carrying-Place to our Rivers, inſtead of preſerving to our- | vob the 
ſelves, while we were upon the Spot, the Paſſage to Ohio down eaſy Streams, en. | 
by a Choice of two fine Rivers. Let me now enumerate the Conſequences The bad Con- = 
that have followed the drawing away from Virginia the Forces his Majeſty e | 
had ſent for its Protection, and the Recovery of the Lands our Enemies had {111.04 the / 
uſurped there. In the firſt Place; the French, as they had now nothing drawing away i 
to fear on that Side, ſent all the Forces they could ſo eaſily ſpare at Du the Britiſh | 
Que ſne, Wenango and Preſque e, to improve and defend the Works at e from 
Niagara; which muſt have made that Poſt difficult to take, had our Forces * 
on Lake Ontario been ready time enough, and ſufficiently provided to at- ſecured to the 
tack it. 2dly, Whatever Hopes the Welinis, a League of Six powerful Enemy. 
Nations *, who till then remained Maſters of the lower Parts of Obio, * Welinis 
and were firmly attached to us, and in open War with the French, and ob- The Shana. 
ſtructed their Paſſage that Way to Du Queſne, our abandoning the Frontiers neſe, Dela- 
of Virginia muſt have put them under a Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the wares and Wi- 
French; as they were at their Mercy, deſtitute of Arms, deſtitute of Am- e $0 nd 
munition, and paſt a Poſſibility of obtaining either. zdly, The Shawaneſe And no fe. 
till then on Terms of Civility with us, and the Delawares always attached yage our Fron- 
to our Intereſt, and lately united with the Wiandots, on ſeeing themſelves tiers from Ca- 
at the Mercy of the French, in their Habiatations on Ohio, and connected _—_ to New 
with ſeveral of the Indians bordering on our Settlements, and ſome in the Ihe letter. 
Heart of them, have all deſerted our Intereſt, which they had not Strength writer's Pro- 
to help, and now commit the moſt ſhocking Maſſacres and Waſte on our poſal is to 
Frontiers, all the Way from Carolina to New-York, to prove their Attach- gien yy 
ment to the French their new Allies. By this it appears, that all the Indians a N er 
from Albany, South-Weſterly to Mzi/ippi, are loſt by this Act in 4 or 5 to give up 
Months Time. And this Author would fain prevent our recovering the Cherokees 
them by a new Attempt on that Side ; and is making a Point of Frontenac, * =. 
as if that were the ſole Key to Obio. To complete our Ruin on that Side, wor 22 
which is inevitable without Aſſiſtance from England, we have but the Che- which it ef. 
rokees and Chicaſaws to loſe. The former are now upon a Deſign of going fected, Fron- 
to Obio, which if they effect, their Loſs is paſt Recovery. Let the Incli- n wy yo 
nations of the Chicaſaws be afterwards ever ſo firm to our Nation, Neceſ- ,; the row 


will not waut 
® The Velinis, called by the French, 1:incis, conſiſt of the Tawightawis, Mineamis, Pian- that Route to 
caſbaws, Wawiaghtas, Piques and Kiſpkuſhes. Oh.o, . 
3 ſity 


* 
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fity muſt then compel them to ſupport themſelves by the good Fortune of 
the French, If that happen, which nothing can prevent, but Aſſiſtance on 
the Virginia Side from England, Frontenac, whether in the Hands of the 
French or the Engliſh, will be of no more Conſequence than if it were 
under Water. To explain this to the Reader. 


® p. 31, The immenſe Value of the Country on the Obio and its Branches has been 
The French explained in the Analyſis.“ The French hitherto, for going to that Coun- 
_— os _ try, have made pretty equal Uſe of the Mi/j/ippi, whoſe Mouth they are 
* Miſi6ppi entire Maſters of, and of St. Laurence, whoſe Navigation is commonly ob- 
and St. Lau- ſtructed with Ice five or fix Months in the Year. Adjacent to the Entrance 
rence to go to of St. Laurence, the Engliſh are poſſeſſed of Newfoundland and Nova-Scotia, 
8 both furniſhed with excellent Harbours, and the latter with a good For- 
obfiruteg treſs at Halifax, where our Men of War may rendevouz, refit, refreſh and 
with Ice: And diſpoſe of their Prizes, in the Neighbourhood of flouriſhing Colonies, where 
it's Entrance they can be plentifully furniſhed with Proviſions and naval Stores, and in 
2 — ſuch a Latitude, that the Worm cannot do the Ships in or out of Harbour 
vin. FP” any Damage. And by that Means, while our Nation remains Maſter at Sea, 
| we can pretty well prevent any numerous Supplies coming that Way to 
3 Indian Na- America. Three capital Nations, conſiſting each of many Tribes, have been 
tions formerly hitherto the only Impediment to the French's making the Gulf of Mexico 
prevented the the ſole Paſſage to Ohio. The Welinis, as already mentioned, have before 
I 55 now their Deſtiny determined. The Cherokees are fluctuating; but how the 
dued. 2 The Chicaſaws ſtand, I have not heard lately; if they waver, they are gone for 
Cherokees wa- ever. Unpoliſhed as our Indians are, they muſt know their Intereſt lies in 
ks 3 Ihe ſiding with the Strongeſt, and that it is beſt coming about while it is yet fair 
Cannot land Weather. If they ſee we have no Forces to the Seuthward to ſupport them. 
long unſup- in our Friendſhip, that will not be long firſt ; for they have neither Arms,. 
ported. Cloathing, or Ammunition, but from the Europeans, and cannot do without 
them; and if we cannot ſupply them, they muſt have recourſe to the French, 

even ſuppoſing no Violence were uſed. If theſe are loſt, there will be ſo 

ealy, though long a Paſſage to Ohio, without one Land- Carriage by the Way, 

and at all Seafons of the Year, that that by Sr. Laurence will be for ever 

abandoned. Tt cannot be above two Years before that is brought about, if 


the Southern Colonies are abandoned. 


The Militia It may perhaps be repreſented, that the Militia there may go againſt the 
cannot be rai- Enemy, as they do in the Northern Colonies. The Thing is impoſſible ;. 
—— F DM they have for the far greater Part ſcarce Whites enough to prevent the De- 
lonies ; ang fection of their Slaves; and if any conſiderable Party ſhould happen to be 
why. defeated when abroad, it would be ſcarce poſſible to prevent their total 
Revolt. The dangerous Conſequences of the French's being ſuffered to re- 
main on Obio to the Britiſh Intereſt; the Neceſſity of ſecuring the Country 
back of Carolina in Time, and ſome of our Miſtakes in Indian Affairs, have 


4p. 15: been pointed out in the Analyſis, + to which I beg leave to refer the Reader. 
Some 
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Some may perhaps imagine, that let the inland Parts of Florida be ever Supplies to 
fo free to the French, we have it {till in our Power, with our ſuperior Fleets, e. and 
to prevent theirs coming to Moville or New Orleans from France with Sup- . 
plies of Men, Arms or Proviſions. As for Proviſions, they ſtand in need by our Fleets. 
of none; the Settlements on Ohio and its Branches, Junundat and Detroit, Proviſions 
are now ſo many Plantations, and not Garriſons of Soldiers, and capable the) _—_— 
with Eaſe of ſupplying them. As we put them to no Uſe of Arms, or De- rg 
ſtruction of Ammunition, what they have already will laſt them a long tion they uſe 
while. But this ſignifies little. It is impoſſible for eur Fleet, were we to little. 

fit out the utmoſt our Nation is capable of, to ſecure the Gulph of Mexico at bt a9 1 
all. There is no Road, Harbour or Town, that can give us any Relict nie . 
of Proviſions or naval Stores, or in the leaſt ſnelter us in a Storm, or fur- not cruize in 
iſh a healthy Landing to refreſh the Men and clean the Ships. Our being the Gulf of 
deſtitute of theſe, no Ships after a Voyage from England can remain on an Mexico. 
unhealthy Coaſt, a hot Climate, or in a Latitude the moſt variable for Calms, gad Climate 
'Guſts and Storms, without deſtroying near all the Seamen by the Hoſpital and no Har- 
or Jail Fever; and if in their Diſtreſſes they retire to Jamaica, they cannot bours. 

be benefited in the leaſt, as we have learnt from fatal Experience: If they Jamaica unf. 
retire to Virginia, the neareſt Place where there is ſufficient Depth of Water Virginia tho' 
for large Ships, or any other of the Colonies thence Northward, they may nearelt is too 
indeed relieve themſelves, but at a more fatal Expence to the Nation, of A 
ſpreading malignant Fevers to compleat our Misfortunes. Some may ſup- * gh nd 
poſe that the Fleets may firſt refreſh in Virginia, and then go and cruize in Time from 
the Gulf of Mexico. The Paſſage from Virginia thither, though the Diſ- the Canaries! 
tance is not very great, will take more Time than from the Canaries, the 22 
ſtated Winds and the Currents making the Difference. Thus I have re- * on” 
preſented a few of the many fatal Conſequences that have already followed The Conclu- 
the drawing away the Britiſb Forces from Virginia; and pointed out the ſion of this 
few, though fatal ones, that ſtill. impend and muſt follow, if not timely Article. 
prevented. And if theſe follow, what will prevent their making Uſe of 

the River Potomack, now abandoned by the Britiſh Forces, and ſecured only 

Dy one inconſiderable Sconce. And in that Caſe, let me aſk this Letter- 

Writer, what Occaſion will the French have for St. Laurence River or 


| ae when furniſhed with ſo much better and ſhorter Paſſage than 
either ü 


S Ee. I. 


The Difficulties formerly met on the Frontiers of Virginia now moſtly removed. 
N Conſequence of his former Propoſition, the Author takes the Liberty big Dag | 
to condemn the Meaſures propoſed by his Majeſty, of carrying the the Letter- 
Expedition, by the Way of Virginia, directly to Ohio, by ſaying that Writer with 


. "66" , ; ; n his Majeſty's 
* Had Fraddecł's Army ſucceeded in that Enterprize, it would have been 8 


B 2 © A ſwered. 


WF, | 
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ea uſeleſs and untenable Acquiſition.” The Nearneſs of the Coun 

on Ohio to the Sea, that Way, has been already mentioned. And ſince ſo 
many Repreſentations have been made of the unſurmountable Difficulties 
that the Army met there, and the ſame inſinuated in this Letter to pre- 
vent a freſh Attempt by Virginia, the Reader will not be diſpleaſed to have 


that Affair cleared up, and the Rout compared with that to Oſtoego from. 
Albany and Skenefady. | | 


ind Potomac River is capable of bearing the largeſt Ships to Alexandria. 
Naviga arg P 
of Potomack, Goods may be ſent thence in Shallops to Rock-Creek on the Maryland Side. 
with Ships to Then a Portage of 22 Miles by a ſound Road, fit for Winter Carri 
J may be made to the Senegar Mills, which are above all the lower Falls. 
Flats + South The Portage on the Virginia Side is fit only in dry Weather. The Water 
Mountain and thence to the South Mountain, is capable of inland flat-bottomed Boats that 
Battoes to will carry 8 or 10 Ton. There a Rift a Mile and three Quarters long, 
En. though paſſable for ſmaller Craft, obſtructs the Paſſage for theſe greater 
of Albany Ones. It we are obliged here to make a Portage, it muſt be on the Yir- 
Battoes. ginia Side, near 8 Miles in Length, and muſt ferry Shanedore in the Way. 
| But experienced Battoe-Men, with proper Battoes, would find but little- 
Difficulty in going up or down, though the Water is very rapid, and the 
Channel winding. Battoes, like thoſe of the-Mobocks. River, 25 Feet long, 
3 Feet 3 Inches broad, and 2 Feet deep, capable of carrying 141 C. 
will go from this Place in any Seaſon, and with ſcarce any Obſtruction, 
to the Mouth of the South Branch; and in the Spring over three or four 
conſiderable Rifts to Will's Creek, and carry Proviſions for 100 Men 
a Week“, and in that Seaſon. with much larger Battoes to the South 
Branch. | 


4 Marazine If our Magazine were eſtabliſhed-near the Mouth of the South Branch, 
3 e. and furniſhed oarly in the Spring, when the Water is high, Battoes of 2 
rected near Ton Burthen might be uſed. Oats, the Artillery and European Stores, 
the South muſt be brought from Alexandria. Bread, Flour, Indian Corn, live Cat- 
N. Ack, tle and Pork, are as cheap and in as great Plenty at William's-Ferry, fur- 
Mets niſhed in the adjacent plentiful. Country, as any where in America. Though 
General Braddock came over when no Contracts for Proviſions had ever 
been made there, it is well known that no Army in the World could be 
furniſhed with better Proviſions, or on more reaſonable Terms. 


In the Way from SkeneFady to Oſwego, beſides the Difficulties of three 

* Col er there are ten times — bad Rifts than from the Falls 
Olwego. of Potomac to the South Branch. But then, before and ſince General 
Braddock's Arrival, the inland Navigation of Potomack had never been made 

uſe of; for that Reaſon the People of Maryland and Virginia, had the 


* That is uſually allowed to be 2 Barrels of Beef or Pork, 4 Barrels of Flour, a Bag or 


3 Buſhels and a Half of Peaſe. or Iadian Meal, a Firkin of Butter, and 24 Gallons of Rum, 
if required on hard Services, 


European 
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European Officers thought it practicable, knew nothing of the Conſtruction 4 
of Battoes or their Management. Between SkeneFady and Oſwego, where — Shirley's 
the inland Navigation had been eſtabliſhed and perfected thirty Years ago, Perlence. 
and daily practiſed, General Shirley this Summer was ſo ſenſible of the Want 
of experienced Battoe-Men when he had diſcharged ſome, and employed 
others as Rangers; and thinking to employ ſome of the Troops in the 
Battoes, he found himſelf extreamly diſappointed. In the Mohocks and 
Seneca Rivers theſe unexperienced Perſons were terrified at Places eaſy to 
thoſe accuſtomed to Battoes, and thought it leſs Riſk of hanging for De- 


fertion, and leaving the Battoes and Ladings, than of drowning by running 
down the ſeveral Rifts and Falls. 


Were Stores and a Train brought again to Alexandria, it would be adviſe- How the Na- 
able to get the Flat-Men from Delaware River, and the Battoe-Men from . 1 
Steneltady, and the Flats and Battoes provided by the End of March, or es 


the Middle of April at fartheſt, and then there would be no Danger of Want 2 en. 


of Water. By Means of Water-Carriage our Magazines might be fur- Advantages 
niſhed early, which could not be ſo well done by Land, becauſe of the thereof. | 
extreme Badneſs of our Roads at the breaking up of Winter, and the Weak- i 
neſs of our Draught-Horſes at that Seaſon. We might thus gain a Month. | 
or two in Time, and preſerve our Horſes unfatigued, till there would be I 
Occaſion to draw over Land to the Waters of Ohio. And this may be | 
begun ſome Time in June, when the Graſs is up, and the Ground uſually | 
got pretty dry. | 


The extream Fatigue that General Braddock met with in this Paſſage, Gen. Brad- 
was owing to ſeveral Cauſes. The Ground was a great Part uneven, ſtony _ yo 5 
and hilly, and no Road had ever been made for Carriages over it. To they proceed- 
make this as they marched, where all the Country is yet covered with ed. 
Woods, and in Danger of Indian Enemies, was a laborious Undertaking. Roads to be 
But this is now effected, and will require but little Trouble to put in Re- cal reed; 
pair where damaged. After Fraddock's unhappy Defeat, and the Deſtruc- The Carriagęs 
tion of the Train, Ammunition, Stores and Proviſions, the Waggons fur- over- loaden. 
niſhed only with proper Loadings, Colonel Dunbar, in his Retreat, was able 
to travel good Journies 12 01 1 Miles a Day; and in the March out the 
Train met no Difficulty; which ſufficiently prove the Delays were not owing 


to the Badneſs of the Way, but over- loading the Carriages in going out. 


It could not be expected the Officers would have foreſeen theſe Difficul- The Off- 
ties, as they were Strangers from Europe, unuſed to Woods and the Fa- ca gi Nine 
tigues of the American Campaigns, and unacquainted with the Geography can Marches: 
of the ſurrounding Country. I have Reaſon to know, that they uſed all f 
the Induſtry and Care they could in procuring Guides, Intelligence and 
Advice. They little imagined the Dangers and Difficulties ſo great as 
they found them, and were at firſt too apt to ſuſpect ſome prudent Precau- 
tions they received, to ariſe from Timidity and Cowardice. This is now It is now 
no longer a Difficulty; we have a great many able and experienced Officers, . 


Who 


zs abandoned, 
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who are perfectly well acquainted with the Country, and whatever is neceſ- 
ſary to encounter in a Wood-land March. | 


Difficulties in The Difficulties met in getting Waggons and providing Forage we know 


getting Carti- how to avoid. The Difficulties that aroſe from employing an unexpeti- 
ages no longer 


0 enced Waggon Maſter are innumerable; as time ſpent in overloading, 


An unexperi- drawing forward, carrying back, and unloading the Waggons, ſo as to 
enc'd Waggon have conſumed all the Forage by the time they had well occaſion for it; 
_ my . their tying up the Horſes afterwards all Night without Provender, which 
2 qe reduced the Creatures ſo as to be ſcarce able to walk with their own Ske- 
Paſs difficult, letons; his ordering Carriage Horſes to be mixed with thoſe uſed to the 
An Error we Draught, which made even common Ground difficult. This has has been 
need not fall ſo dear a bought Experience, that there is no danger of ſpeedily forgetting 
into again, it. The Difficulties that aroſe from this Cauſe, which were indeed 
what gave an Opinion of the great Trouble of drawing Carriages over this 
Ground, will on another Attempt be avoided. 


The Paſſages If we ſhall ever again be Maſters of Laurel Hill, and the Paſſage of the 
ow 9 few Miles thence to Youghio-Gani and Monaungabela, we ſhall be but an eaſy 
Queſa : Þy "Day or two's Voyage down either Stream to Fort Du Queſue; in the firſt, 
Water. by a rapid Stream without Falls; and by the latter, in a fine gentle Cur- 

rent, capable in dry Weather of Flats of five or ſix Ton Burthen ; and in 


Freſhes even without floating Batteries; for it then riſes 6 or 8 Feet. 


Several Ways To conduct an Enterprize from Laurel Hill towards Fort Du Queſue, an 
from Laurel Officer would have his Choice of many Ways by Land or Water. The 
Hill to Ohio. Neck between the two Rivers is pretty even ſound Ground, but not ſo 

wide as laid down in my Map, and therefore more eaſily defended. 


There is but But from Virginia, Maryland and Penſilvania Weſtward, there is no Part 
one PaſsWeſt- that Waggons can croſs the long Chain of Mountains called the Laurel 
ward, and that Hill, that we know of, for ſome Scores of Miles, but at the Place where the 
Union Camp was, and Braddock's routed Party joined the Reſerve under 
Col. Dunbar. The Conſideration of this will explain the fatal Conſequence 
of Gen. Shirley's ordering away the Troops, in high Summer, to Albany; 
when they had three or four Months, and above a thouſand effective Men, 
to have put that Place in a Poſture of Defence, excluſive of the Loſs of the 
The Import- Indians already mentioned. The Enemy have not yet ſecured it; and we 
ance of ſecur may, if we attempt it this Spring. If we have it, we have the Gate of 


f Og it. Obio; if the French, they have the Gate to the Sea. In Alluſion to the 


vaſt Importance of this Paſs, I called in my Map the Falls of Toug bio- 
Gani, a few Miles to the Northward of it, by the Name of Obiopyle Falls. 
The Paſs itſelf is mentioned in the Analyſis, Pp. 23, and 24. If we ſecure 


this Paſs, we may yet attempt Ohio at our Leiſure ; but never to Effect 
without it. | | 


Suppoſing 
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Suppoſing the Time and Expence of Carriage from Conegoge Mouth The Carria- 
at Williams's Ferry, which is the Center of a fine fertile well cultivated ges from Pen- 


Country, to Fort Du Queſne, were compared, with that from SkeneFady to 8 and 
Ofwego, we ſhould find the former would be done in as little Time, and Oh⁵ ene 


Ohio, cheaper 


with far leſs Expence; beſides, that if the Quantity of Proviſion were than from Ske- 


conſiderable, it could be had with greater Certainty, and brought cheaper nectady to Oſ- 
to Conegoge than to Stenectady F. wego. 


Until Braddock's unhappy Defeat, and ftill more unhappy Order of his Little Danger 
Majeſty's Forces from thoſe Parts, the Dangers of travelling were but in- from the Indi- 


conſiderable. The Afembly of Per/ilvania had about 70 Labourers, un- prac: ode hf 
armed, and without a Guard for the greater Part of the Way, who cut a Laurel Hill 


Road from Parnels Knob + to the Allegeni Mountain ||, about go Miles in travelling. 
in Length, moſtly through uninhabited Mountains without Obſtruction, T OB: 

and did not leave off till they had Advice of that fatal Defeat. All the In- * ar * 
dians in the Country, except thoſe whom the French had brought with are gone to 
them to Du 2ueſne, were in Friendſhip with us. For tho' they have ſince the French 
enumerated ſeveral Cauſes of Complaint againſt us, and ſome not unjuſt out of Necel- 
ones, they were ſuch as a little Care in ſkilful Perſons might have fly. 
rectified, and would never have cauſed a Breach with us, had not the Ne- 

ceſſity they were thrown under by our deſerting them, while in the Power 


of the French and their Indians, compelled them to follow the Fortune of 
the Conquerors. If Fort Du Queſne were taken, the ſame Cauſe would bring Were we vic- 


them torious they 
| would return 
+ A Battoe Load is 14 Hund. 2 Qurs. beſides the two Men and their Proviſion. pier * 
To Oſwego. ER OY P+ 


Two Men's Hire, who are 18 or 20 Days going and returning at 5 J. each 10 oo co 
Their Allowance of Proviſions and Rum O2 CO 00 


Hawling at the Long Fall on the Mohock's River, — coco cg oo 
at the great Carrying-Place to Wood Creek — rere 
Mear of the Battoe, which coſts 5 J. 15 5. and will laſt about 10 Trips oo 10 co 


— — 


14 06 oo 
To Du Quefne. 
Two Men's Hire, their Proviſion, Wear of the Battoe, 3 Days from Co- © ER 
negoge to the South Branch - | 
inety or one hundred Miles Portage in a Waggon to the Mouth of Red- | : 
ſtone Creek, 7 Days, at 107, : - : Foz Los 20 
Returning 6 Days, at 16s. — — 9 de ee 


Two Boatmen, &c. 3 Days, going to, and returning from Fort Du Queſne 2 o2 oo 


In all 19 Days 10 14 00 


As the Battoes uſed here in both Rivers, eſpecially the latter, might be made much larger 
than thoſe to Oſwego, that Part of the Expence may be much abridg'd. Without that, the 
Difference in Favour of this Way is 25 fer Cent. As the Waggons are ſuppoſed here to be: 
loaden with only 14 or 15 Hund. like a Battoe, there would be but little Difficulty in the- 
Road, or in performing it in the time propoſed. And if we ſhould be obliged to make the: 


Gasen Loads 2 or 3 Hund. lighter at firſt, we ſhall then be on a Par with the Carriage to 
Oſwego. 
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them to our Side again, then the Road to Du Queſne would have far the Ad- 

. vantage of that to Oſtoego. The Carriage to Ofwwego is improved to the 
utmoſt: The Roads to Du Queſne new cut and difficult, but with a few 
Years Uſe will be ſo much improved as that the Expence of Carriage thi- 
ther will be leſs by one Quarter. 


The Nearneſs: The Nearneſs of Du Queſue to three numerous Colonies abounding in 
- IN all the Neceſſaries and Elegancies of Life, muſt be no ſmall Advantage in 
merous Co- an Attempt that Way. Add to this, the great Number of Planters, which 
lonies. the moſt moderate computed at 5000 Families, who were ready to leave 
M any ready Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Penſilvania, New Ferſy and Connecticut, and 
Ohio. © at ſettle a Colony on Ohio, had General Braddock ſucceeded and the Land 
ee $f been granted. Above half the People in lower Circumſtances in theſe 
ſeveral Colonies, would in two or three Years have flocked thither. It 
would then have been a Wonder that the French had Power enough in 


America, or could have ſent a Sufficiency from Europe to annoy them. 


Nene tn the But to turn our Eye on the other Side.—Are there any that expect to 
orthward. ſettle where this Author points out that an Attempt is to be made ? No, 
no; Land there is not for Settlers. And without Settlers our Nation is not 

capable of defending large extended Frontiers, | 


Difficulties to A Claim of Difficulties might be enumerated, the firſt of which General 


be removed Braddock experienced in near three Weeks waiting for Mr. Shirley at Anna- 


by his Ma- polis; by which the Expedition was ſo much retarded, that the Enemy 
FJ? fad Time to ſend Reinforcements of French and Indians, and to improve 
their Works at Fort Du Queſne; to which, in all human Probability, that 
Gentleman's unhappy Fate was owing. The others were exactly of the 
ſame Number as the Appointments made this Summer. 'If any future 
Congreſſes are to be held, or Appointments made, Difficulties ariſing from 
ſuch Delays can only be removed by his Majeſty's removing the Cauſe 
of them. | 


"DC — CCC 9 * 


e nx Mm 


How far General Shirley's Conduct was conducive to the Preſervation 
* of Oſwego. 


The Letter- INH E Letter-Writer infers, that Nothing could be more fortunate 
1 than that Part of the Scheme for dividing the Troops, and Ge- 
"ati: * neral Shirley's proceeding to Ofivego, by which Means that Garriſon has 


Preſervation * : f 
of Oſwego, been preſerved from falling into the Hands of the Enemies; which, but 
1 be examin- 4 « for 
C\ into, : ; 
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for this ſingular Precaution, would have been its inevitable Fate.“ 
When the Affair of the Preſervation of Oſtego is ſtated, the Reader will 
be enabled to judge how far General Shirley, whoſe diſtinguiſhed Cha- 
racter and Reputation ſtand in no need of falſe Varniſhes, was conducing 
tO Ic. 


The Scheme for a naval! Armament at Oſwego, was firſt propoſed by the The naval 
Honourable Thomas Potunall, to the Congreſs of Commiſſioners of the ſeve- Armament on 
ral Colonies met at Albany in June 17343 Copies were ſent to England, and Lake Ontario 


by the Reſult of the Congreſs at Alexandria, was committed to the Direc- 
tion of his Excellency General Shirley. | 


His Excellency's Delay to meet at the Congreſs till near three Weeks General Shir- 
later than Appointment, was but the firſt, The Congreſs was held at ley's Delays 
Alexandria April 16, 1755 ; the firſt Parcel of Workmen did not reach KN. * 
Oſtwego till the 27th of May, and thoſe from Boſton not till ten Days later, dock, and in 
who were to build the bigger Veſſels; whereas, had the Meeting been at other Things; 
Annapolis at the Time appointed, and tolerable Care uſed, all the Work- their Conſe- 
men might have been at Ofwego before the Beginning of May, and the Mence. 
Veſſels fit for ſailing By THE BEGINNING OF JULY AT FARTHEST. Though The Veſſels 
this Year the tempeſtuous Weather did not begin till OZober, it com- Inſtead of be- 
monly does in Auguſt. And our Traders at Ofwego know that the Indians n 2 4 
who come from the adjacent Parts and upper Lakes, embrace the Advan- jure, a 
tage of the calm State of the Lakes in April, May, June and July. Inſo- 
much, that by the End of Fuly the Trade is near all over at Oſwego, and 
the far greater Part of the Traders returned, or on their Way to the Set- 
tlements. But by Delays upon Delays, the Veſſels were not ready till near were not fo 
the End of September, though about 22000 l. Sterling was paid in the till near the 
Spring for carrying on the Enterprize on this Side. Their Decks are made Arbe Sep- 
of Hemlock Wood (called Spruce in Penſilvania) which is not in the leaſt fit TH Vagel 
for ſuch Uſe; for by the General's Delay to come to Oſego with the Decks defec- 
Forces, it was not thought ſafe to ſend 12 Miles to the Falls to get tive; and why. 
white Pine, as they had not Soldiers enough to guard the Workmen ſo 


far off. 


That the Public may underſtand how far the General was concerned in 


the Preſervation of Oſwego, a ſhort Journal of the Affairs there will be of 


Service. | | In the Begin- 
| ning of Sum- 
Captain King, now amongſt the happy, who to a perfect Humanity and ar c ; 
Honeſty, which were natural to him, had added the Accompliſhments of a manded 100 
good Officer, commanded a Garriſon of a hundred Men at Ofwego in the Men at Ot- 


Beginning of the Summer. There were no Works then but the old Fort, nen te 


which mounted 8 four Pounders, and is incapable of Defence by reaſon of piace was de- 


— C | its fenceleſs. 
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its being commanded by high Ground right acroſs a narrow River which 
had all the Wood ſtanding upon it, and not one of our Forces, In this 
State was the Garriſon when 
The Danger May 24, Thirty French Battoes paſt by in Sight, 
of Olwego — 26, Eleven more. 
— As theſe Battoes commonly contain each 15 or 16 Men, we may reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſe the Forces exceeded ſix hundred. But what might have paſt 
by in the Night could not be known. This Force, with a ſingle Mortar, 
would have eaſily taken Oſwego had they made the Attempt ; but a more 
Its Safety not intereſting Object, Onio, was their Purſuit. Let me alk this Letter- 
— Writer, — What Hand had his Excellency General Shirley in the Preſer- 
ral oan'e- vation of Oſwego at this Time? That it was now in Danger is paſt a 
| Doubt. 


Capt. Broad- May 27, Capt. Broadſtreet, to whoſe Conduct the Public is much in- 
fir oe Com” debted, arrived with a Command of two Companies, ſome Swivel-Guns, 
Men at Hl. and the firſt Parcel of Workmen. 
wego. | 
The French May 20, Eleven more French Battoes paſt by in Sight: But though our 
pals by and Forces and Workmenexceeded three hundred, we could not venture to attack 
ES 4 them, as they were near 4 Miles in the Offing, had large Batteaux wherein 
and why, the Soldiers could ſtand to fire without Danger of over-ſetting, whereas 
ours, intended for ſmaller Streams, will not hold above 6 or 7 Men, and 
are fo tickliſh, that an inadvertent Motion of one Man will overſet them. 
The. Defets Though we were ſenſible thus early of the Unfitne/s of our Batteaux for the 
of our Battoes Late, and that it was impoſſible for them to bear the Weather that would 
1 ſuit the bigger Veſſels to fail with, no Care was taken to provide larger. 
yet no — +48 Nor would it indeed have been practicable at Oftvego for Want of Iron- 
dy was pro- Work, which could not be provided there, becauſe the whole Expedition 
vided. reſted on one Pair of Bellows. If any Accident had befallen that, all muſt 


have dropt. Smiths they had enough. 


J 175 the June 7, The Boſton Ship-Carpenters arrived ; and now, Workmen and 

— ue all included, they amount to 320. | 

The firſt En- Tune 28, 1755, The firſt little Schooner was launched and fitted out. 

| ag Rept She was of 40 Feet Keel and 14 Oars, and mounted 12 Swivels, This is 

3 the firſt Veſſel the Engliſh had on Lake Ontario. 

An Alarmofa This was the Force at Ofweg: The Forces then preſent” were by Order 

great Prepa- of General Braddock, and ſent up by Governor Delancy, and victualled at 

ration atFron- the Expence of the Province of New-York. And fortunate it was the Co- 

* lony Proviſion was there; for ſo little Precaution was taken in getting the 
King's Proviſions up, that the Forces under General Shirley, when they 
arrived there, mult have periſhed, had they not ſubſiſted upon that laid in 
tor the Commands under Broad/treet and King. 
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In the Beginning of July, when General Shirley and his Forces had not 
reached New-York in the Way to Oſwego, Advice came by the [ndians, that 
near 5000 Men were gathered at Fert Frontenac under the Command ot a 
Gentleman of great Diſtinction, with a View to attack Ofwego. Some 
Forces being afterwards diſcovered behind a Point four Miles to the Eaſt- 
ward of Oſwego, the Schooner was ſent out to reconnoitre them. Th 
were unable to determine their Number; for though they diſcovered but a 
few Tents near the Shore, they ſuſpected many more might be in the 
Woods out of Sight, as the Indians aſſured the Engliſß that they amounted 
to ſeven hundred Men, Though nothing could exceed the Spirit of Capt. The Danger 
Broadſtreet, the commanding Officer, on this Occaſion, or the Alacrity of of Oſwego 
the Soldiers and Workmen, which alone ſaved the Place, if we were truly $24 it been 
in Danger, when the Indian Spies came. to view our State, yet that Gen- 
tleman's Good Senſe muſt be convinced, that had the Number of the 
Enemy amounted to ſeven hundred, and had fixed themfelves on the 
oppoſite Hill acroſs the River, where there was nothing to obſtruct them, 
with only a Mortar or two, it would have been impoſlible to defend the 
old Fort had a Shell or two been thrown into it; or for a Man to ſhew his 
Head in the Ship-yard without being ſhot from behind a Sand-Bank on the 
further Shore, which the Cannon of the Fort could not command. 


The Attack was expected about the 14th of July. That it was not at- ;,. ey was 
tacked we all know. Let me again alk this Letter-Writer ; What Hand not owing to 
had his Excellency General Shirley in the Preſervation of Ofwego at this General Shir- 
Time, who was, with all his Forces, two or three hundred Miles off P ley. 


It was a Feint 


We have ſince learnt that this was only a Feint of the Enemy. caly. 


By the fatal gth of July, General Braddock, after ſurmounting a thouſand: ans rn ek 
Difficulties, met his unhappy Fate almoſt under the Walls of Fort Dr 2 4 
Queſne, when General Shirley had ſcarce reached Albany. Were I to ule pared. 
Arguments with the Letter-Writer as he is diſpoſed to do with the Public, | 
1 might repreſent the Paſſage to Albany more difficult than to Fort Du 
Queſue, becauſe his Excellency General Shirley was able to go but ſo little 
a Way amongſt Friends, when General Braddock had gone ſo far amongft 


Enemies.. The Difference was in the Men, the Argument will not hold. 


The firſt. Part of the worthy Colonel Schuy/er's Regiment of New Jerſey New Jerſey 
Provincials, arrived at Oſwego the 2oth of 455 and himſelf with the Re- Force arrived 
mainder and the Artillery ſome few Days after. The Waters began to be at Oſwego. 
ſo low in the Mabocts River and Wood - Cree, by the Delays in getting the 
Artillery to Senectady in Time, and the Difficulties in getting them to 
Oſwego, grew daily greater and greater. 8 


The General's Arrival at Ofwego, was the 17th or 18th of Augyſt; and 
the laſt of the Troops and Artillery under Colonel Mercer, the 3 rſt of the 
lame Month, 0 ene 

C 2 September 


» 
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September 18, A Council of War was called, where it was agreed to go 


to Miagra. And in Conſequence of that Reſolution, the Ammunition and 
the little Proviſion, c. were put on board. 


; 26th, The Troops ordered to embark, but countermanded upon account 
of bad Weather. | | 


25th, At another Council it was reſolved not to go to Magra, it being 


too late in the Seaſon. And it was agreed that it was neceſſary to employ 


as many Men as could be ſpared from Duty, to work at building a Fort 


on the Hill on the oppoſite Side of the River, Barracks, Sc. for Winter 
Quarters. 


Here let me afk this Lebe VWiaktnoiou 


1. What was the Reaſon that General Shirley was not at Ofwego ſix Weeks 
ſooner, according to the Time appointed ? | 


2, As he was delayed ſo long before he came to Ofwego, why did he 


delay a full Month longer before it was determined to go on the 
Expedition? | | n Hou | 


3 When that Reſolution. was taken, and the Veſſels ready, why was 
there a ſtill further Delay of eight Days before the Troops were ordered to 


imbark ? The very Day before that on which they found out that it was too 
late in the Seaſon. far an Expedition, | LO INTEL 


The Com. The Command under Captain Broadſtreet was well ſupplied with Provi- 
mand under ſions, and they had ſome Months Stock in reſerve when joined by the other 
| Broadſtreet Forces. Their Store was too inconſiderable to ſerve ſo many without freſh 
* . "REN Supplies, which reduced the Forces afterwards to great Streights. It could 
Shirley in not be expected that the Supplies could be very regular here, when the 
Want. Soldiers left to ſecure the Carrying-Place at Wood-Creek, were obliged to 
deſert it, many of them for want of Food. % | 


Baglich {1/004 164 (5 a0 TIT | e 
0 ama. About the Middle of September all the four Veſſels were ready, viz. 
ment at Oſ- | 
wego 1755. A deck'd Sloop, 8 Guns 4 lbrs. 30 Swivels. 
1220 A deck'd Schooner, 8 Guns 4 lbrs. 28 Swivels. 
An undeck'd Schooner, — 14 Swivels, 14 Oars. 
An undeck'd Schooner, — 12 Swivels; 14 Oars: 


2 N With this Armament, and a ſufficient Number of ſmall Battoes, far too 


which was im. little for the Lake in calm Weather, his Excellency prepared as above- 
poſüble; and mentioned, as it were in earneſt, to attack the Enemy. But alas, the 
why. Fleet had not twelve Days Proviſion on board, and none to be had within 
| 2 or 300 Miles of the Place he intended to attack; and what they had was 
1 not 
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not ſufficient. to carry them to the Sight of the Enemy. Beſides, 
they had not left above three Days Proviſions with the remaining Gar- 
riſon at Oſwego. Were the Public to aſk, Was this Feint intended to 


cauſe a Diverſion to Friends or Enemies? No doubt the Letter-Writer 
could let us into this Secret. 


| 
| 
| 
After this, when they had got ſome little Proviſions, tho' no way A new Feint, | 
ſufficient for a Siege in diſtant Parts, where there could come no Sup- v5 00g oy "6 | 
plies; and the General made the People believe, that they were to ſet ; [ 
out the 26th of September, through Mercy, a Storm aroſe, which deter- fl 
mined him to unrig, and lay by all Thoughts of attacking the Enemy. | 
Mercy I ſeriouſly eſteem it, if the General was in earneſt. Had it aroſe 
while they were on the Lake, or at a Diſtance from Ofwego, great part 
of the Soldiers had been inevitably drowned, or have periſhed with Hunger. 
And a Favour it was to the General, to have ſo honourable a Reaſon for 
cloſing the Campaign, and returning to the Settlements. 


| 
In Conſequence of this Campaign of the General, the Author exults The Letter i 
in our Happineſs. © If, ſays he, one may argue from the Veſſels, which Writer's Opi- N 
General Shirley built laſt Summer upon the Lake, the Works erected 99" - — f 
e at Oſwego, and the ſtrong Garriſon left there this Winter, Sc.“ I have 3 1 
already mentioned to whom we are obliged for the Propoſal of a naval | 
Armament at Oſcoego: and this Hint will explain the Service it was of. 


The Veſſels built here, were unrigged and laid up ſoon after they were The an * 
compleated; while a Veſſel of the French was cruiſing the Lake, and The 7 
carrying Supplies to Niagra; and five others, as the Indians ſaid, as large 
as ours, were ready to launch at obe And moreover, the greater 


Part of the Time they were fit for Service, they were waiting on the 
Imbarkation. 


The Works on the Hill, oppoſite the old Fort at Ofwwego, were not The Portifica- 
compleated when General Shirley came away; nor were they begun but tions. 
a. little Time before: Whereas had his Excellency's Forces, detained in 
the Mobhocks Country, diſſipating as faſt almoſt as they were recruited, 
been there all the Summer, Oſwego might indeed have been well fortified, . 
and proper Accommodations for the Soldiers provided in Time. 


The Garriſon at Ofwego, I am not able. to learn its Number. 600 The Gatriſon. 
Men, or therebouts, was the. firft Return.: I hear they are ſince multi- 
plied to 1100 without any viſible Means. How the Garriſon is for 
Proviſions, the Public may be anxious: They are already clamorous 
for their Pay, which was forgotten. We. all wiſh for its Safety, _ Pay forgotten, 


The Reader may obſerve, that though the Letter-Writer was very The 8 

. . . . F . - t10 C ve 
compendious in pointing out, what the Safety. of Oſwego. was owing to; may 2 
| | et ing to the De- 
feat given the French, Sep. 8. by Gen. Johnſon, at Lake George, 
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yet it may not be amiſs as I have ſhewn negatively what it was not 
owing to, juſt to point out what it was owing to. 


The Weight of the Confederates is ſo conſiderable in the Safety of Ofwego, 
that their Neighbourhood preſerved it all the laſt War, when go Men 
and one Mortar might have taken it, had they not been on our Side: 
And to tell 'the Reader a Matter that ought to be no Secret to the 
Letter-Writer, the latter preſerved it the former Part of this Summer; 
not the Precaution of General Shirley's proceeding thither, but the Caution 
of the French, in not violating the Peace with the Confederates, which 
an Attack upon Oſwego would inevitably have done. 


But when he comes to conſider, the Stroke levelled at Major General 
Johnſon, who commanded in Chief over the American Forces near Lake 
Sacrament; when General Shirley had not 6 Days Proviſions at Ofwego; Þ 
he will perceive it was owing to the happy Defeat, given by our brave 
New-England-Men, under that worthy Gentleman, to the French Forces, 
conſiſting of Regulars, Canadians and Indians, under the experienced 
Baron Dieſtau. Had the Iſſue of that Battle been otherwiſe, the Com- 
munication with Ofwego had been inevitably cut off : And therefore, 
conſidering how ſhort the Proviſions were .there at that Time, the 
Garriſon, without any Attack, muſt immediately have ſhifted for 
themſelves, or have ſtaid there to eat one another. This was truly 
ſaving Ofwego. 


E HA T. . 


An Enguiry into the Advantages and Diſadvantages that would 
ariſe from the taking of Fort Frontenac. 


The Letter- THE Honours reaped by his Excellency this Campaign, are intro- 
Writer's Opi- duced by the Letter-Writer, as a Prelude only of what we may 
nion of the expect in the next. Frontenac is the intended Scene; for, ſays he, 
2 Nothing to Purpoſe can be done without the Reduction of Fort 
Frontenac, which commands the Entrance from Canada.” This may 
His Miſtake Paſs excellently with ſome : *Tis pity but it were true. Father Charle- 
proved from voix, who had been on the Spot, ſays expreſsly, that it does not com- 


Charlevoix. mand the Entrance of the River, becauſe Iflands lie againſt it, and 

| LES, + N. B. When Advice reached Ofwego, of this Action, the Army was eating the laſt 
Day's ſhort Allowance of 4 Oz. of Flour, and 2 Oz. of Pork a Man. 

2 any 
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any thing may paſs by on the further ſide without its Command. 
The Galette, he ſays, entirely covers Canada on that fide. He com- 
mends this as a proper Situation; and rejects the Poſt of Frontenac, as 
of no value to the Security of Canada. Frontenac, he ſays, is a ſmall 
League from the Entrance of the River ; its Situation, by reaſon of 
ſurrounding Marſhes, unhealthy : Even ſome of our People, laſt Sum- 
mer, have gone into the Entrance of the River in Whale-Boats, without 
feeing Fort Frontenac; ſo little has it the Command of the River. Barks 
fit for the Navigation of Lake Ontario, can go to the Galette : And 
Father Charlevoix ſays, that a Veſſel, with a good Wind, may go in 
two Days from the Galette to Niagra. With Frontenac, we would be 
as much at a Loſs to ſecure the Entrance of Lake Ontario, on that ſide, 
as if we had not it; unleſs we had, at the ſame Time, a ſuperior 
Fleet. If we have a ſuperior Fleet, we need not be at the Expence 
of taking or keeping it; or of going ſtill lower down to the Galerte. 


I have juſt now heard in Converſation, that Fort Frontenac is wanted for Its unftneſs for 


a Harbour for our Shipping; becauſe Ofwego has not Depth enough 11 N 2 
for large Veſſels. I have never learnt what Depth there is at Frontenac. -——_ IT 
Nothing more needs be ſaid againſt its Fitneſs for that Purpoſe, than that ir 

is froze up at leaſt four Months in the Year; is ſometimes extreamly endan- 

gered by Ice in the Spring ; and lies on the Enemy's Shore, without any 
extraordinary natural Situation, where for five or ſix Months in the Year, 

there would not be a Poſſibility for us to relieve it, if beſieged, 


The Straits of Magra, below the Falls, is quite placid for ſeveral Niagrathebet 


Miles up from the Lake, and very deep; it is ſheltered with high Harbour in 


Banks, and ſcarce ever covered with Ice; being the moſt open Place N97 Ameri» 


in Winter, of any in theſe Latitudes in America. The Spring Ice is 


broke to Atoms and thaw'd by the Falls, as it comes from Lake Erie: 
And no thick Ice is ſcarce ever formed below the Falls. If a Harbour 
is wanted, there is the beſt here of any in America, If our Shipping x; other Ad- 


lay there, we could not indeed relieve the Place for four or five Months vantages over- 


in the Year; but then, the Enemy has the ſame Obſtruction againſt Frontenac. 
coming to beſiege it. At Niagra, the Shipping can be kept afloat all 
Winter, which can be done no where elſe in theſe Parts of America; 

which is a great Security againſt any bold Attempt to burn them in 
Harbour. From hence it is obvious, how much more it is our Duty 

to turn our Arms againſt Viagra, if we had Regard to nothing but 

the Expediency of Things, excluſive of what is his Majeſty's Com- 

mand, than to Frontenac. 


That the Attack, by. the Way of Ofwego,. was intended laſt Summer The L. Writer 


_ againſt Niagra, is known to all the World; and that it had been r 9 684 
reſolved at the Congreſs at Alexandria, that General Shirley ſnould carry 8 
it into Execution. If we allow this Letter-Writer to know Mr. $h:rley's ſhould be tur- 
Senti ments, and to tell the Truth, he has let the World into a ſtrange ther inquired: 


Secret. 0: 
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Secret. He ſays, I am extreamly ſurprized to find the Author of 
the Map you ſent me, endeavouring to obſtruct the Attempt upon 
Frontenac, by putting a Claim to it, on behalf of his moſt Chriſtian 
„ Majeſty.” My Map was begun Engraving in November 1754, and 
finiſhed towards the End of June 1755; the Pamphlet publiſhed Au 
guſt gth next following. That General Shirleys Duty to his Majeſty, 
was to attack Niagra, and not Frontenac, at that Time, is paſt a Doubt. 
How he could be warranted to depart ſo far from his Deſtination and 
the Public Service, as then to have formed a Deſign on Frontenac, I 
ſhall leave to be enquired into by thoſe whoſe Duty it is. If he had 
not formed a Deſign on Frontenac, prior to the Publication of my Map 
.and Pamphlet, all the Letter-Writer ſays, of my endeavouring to ob- 
ſtruct that General's Attempt, muſt fall of itſelf : For I never could 
be ſaid to have obſtructed a Deſign before it was deſigned : Nor could 
I be juſtly charged with Endeavouring to olſtruct, what I had never 
heard of. The Letter-Writer, to make good the Charge againſt me, 
ſhould have informed the Public, that He and I had been let into Ge- 
neral Shirley's Secret, which he does not ſay, and I never had. 


24 


The L. Wri- Suppoſing Frontenac were taken, after ſpending another Campaign; 
ter's Opinion it is not to be expected, as the Letter-Writer ſays, ** That the Forts 
of Frontenac at Preſqu* Iſle, Riviere-Beuf, and that at Du Queſne, with all the 
82 „ Encroachments on the Ohio, muſt neceſſarily fall, for the Reaſons 
The Finch already given. And further, the French have a fine and numerous 
inland Power Colony at DETRo1T, ſettled above 50 Years, in a Country celebra- 
and Towns. ted for its Fertility, Beauty, and Conveniency, above any Spot in 
2 a Co- America, by thoſe who have ſeen it; far more capable of ſupplying 
* the Garriſons on the Ohio with Proviſions, than the inhoſpitable Country 
of Canada; where they have never yet been able to raiſe any Quan- 
tity of Winter-Wheat. Detroit has not yet indeed furniſhed any more 
with Proviſions, than the Garriſons and Trading Houſes thence to the 
Miſſiſippi, and Ecorſe; but it is capable of any Quantity, and in as great 
Perfection as any Place on Earth. The Demand, however, cannot be 
very great upon it; for the French have now learnt, from the fatal Ex- 
perience of the Settlement attempted under Mr. Crozat, to plant Corn 
where they ſettle. And for that Purpoſe, have added Planters to every 
_ Garriſon, that the Soldiers and they may be a mutual Support to one 
another. Better Proof need not be given, of the little Want they are 
in of Proviſions on the Ohio, than the many Inroads they and their 
Indians have made into our Settlements. They have not carried off either 
Corn or Cattle, ſave for preſent Conſumption z though often Riding Horſes 

and Houſhold Goods. 


Detroit. The Capital .of Detroit contains above 200 Houſes, 8 well built; 
= and the Lieutenant Governor is able to ſupport a genteel Equipage, St. 
St. Joſeph. Toſeph is alſo a fine Colony, abounding in all the Neceſſaries of _ 
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and will be glad of an Opportunity of a Market for what they can fo 
eaſily raiſe as Proviſions, | | | 


Whatever Reader conſiders theſe two Places, and the numerous little 
Plantations that the French have lately ſpread Ohio and its Branches with , 
and that the common Way, and far the beſt from Montreal to Detroit, 
is by the Outawas River, fave only in the firſt and laſt Month of Winter, 
and of courſe the beſt Way from Canada to the Middle of Ohio ; he will 
ſpare me the Trouble of ſhewing of what little Conſequence being content 
with the Maſtery of Frontenac will be. | 


| What then would the Conſequence of taking Frontenac be to the Public? It Advantages 
would give the French another Year to ſecure Obio, and gain over the Indians Plench by 
that obſtruct their Paſſage hitherto up Miſſiſippi: and take up all the Forces taking Fron 
we have in America to garriſon it. Which indeed are not ſufficient, becauſe all tenac. _ 
the Forces of Canada can in two Months be brought againſt it; and 3000 All our For 
Men of ours could not be ſent in three Months to relieve it in any Seaſon ; (pros 80 
or a Sufficiency, without a vaſt ſtanding Army, at any rate. garriſon it. 
Let me take the Liberty to inform the Public, that if we are by our A ſuperior 
ſuperior Fleet Maſters of Lake Ontario, according to Mr. Pownalls Pro- evo = _ 
poſal, and have Oſcaego and Niagra, though the French keep Frontenac, we 1 
are as ſafe, nay, ſafer, than if we had it. Having a Place avails us nothing, t-rontenac to 
unleſs we are able to ſupport it. Six or eight 30 Gun Ships would not us. 

coſt us more to maintain on Lake Ontario, than a ſuitable Garriſon at 

Frontenac. With a ſuitable naval Armament of much leſs Value, we can 

prevent the French from Frontenac's doing us any Damage. | 


Though we could not raiſe a Siege of Frontenac, we may without much Oſwego if be. 
trouble raiſe that of Oſwego at any Time that the French would be like to ſieged may be 
mveſt it, even if our naval Armament was inferior to theirs on the Lake. ds 
If our naval Armament was ſuperior to theirs, they could not inveſt it. 


The ſame would be the Preſervation of Niagra, were it in our Poſſeſſion: 
But they could be of no Service in the Preſervation of Frontenac, if in our 


Hands; for they have not Craft to take them by Water, and they cannot 
march thither by Land. | 


Some kind Reader may here ſuggeſt, that were we Maſters of Frontenac, The beft 
we might proceed ſtill further, and drive the French quite out of Canada. Scheme now 
It would be a much better Scheme to drive them all into it. The French 2 8 
King is ſo ſenſible of the Deſire of the Canadans to emigrate to the Ohio, þn waging 
that there is in Canada a very ſevere Ordinance to forbid the People to leave French into, 
the Country without Licence. And the People are ſo earneſt to remove, and not out 
that when new Colonies are to be eſtabliſhed there, great Intereſt is made to of Canada, 
get Permiſſion to go. The Countries of Ohio, Tiiughſoghrintie and 


D Skania- 
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| Skaniaderdde we want, which are our juſt War got the inhoſpitable 
w 


Canada: Thoſe Countries, the Flower of the 


them drove out o . 
T d. 


— — 


Globe, I wiſh to ſee 


; E A IV. 


An Explanation of the French Title to the Country on the North-weſt 
Side of St. Lawrence River, between Fort Frontenac and 


Montreal. 
The Author's H E candid Reader who is concerned for the Brits Intereſt in 
Conduct ex- America, muſt no doubt be anxious to know, whether the vaſt Ex- 
amined. tent of the moſt excellent Land repreſented in my Analyſis $ to the Pro- 


$p- 11, &, perty of the Confederates, and of ' courſe ours, by the Conceſſion of France, 

in the Treaty of Utrecht, is founded on Authority ſufficient to excite Pub- 

lic Belief, or hat I did only divert myſelf, as the Letter-writer ſays, with 

An Example /etting Bounds to Provinces and Empires. To convince the World that I had 

this of my taken the Degree of Care that an Author, on ſo ſerious a Point, owes the 

Care in Ame- Public, I ſhall here enter into a Detail of the Authorities, whereon that 
rican Bounda- Part is founded, which is now called in queſtion. | 


ries, 


A Reaſon for I have above explained, how little it is our Intereſt to meddle with Froz- 
not meddling Zenac ; let me here add one Argument againſt meddling with it, if Juſ- 


1 * tice and Public Faith are not clearly in our Favour. Has not the French 


our oon. 


King been repreſenting to all the Courts of Europe, that the preſent Diſtur- 
bances in America have been owing to the ambitious Views and Incroach- 
ments of his Britannick Majeſty? To be ſure he has not yet been able 
to prove the Inſinuation; but as ſure it is, that it would be rendering him 
reat Service to enable him ſq to do; and equal Diſſervice to the King of 
Gro Britain, to be thrown,under the Odium of acting what we ſo much 
deteſt in the French. If we have a juſt Right to the Land in queſtion, or 
an excluſive one to the Navigation of Lake Ontario, neither will be the 
leſs for being candidly examined into; But if we have nat, it may ſave 
us, ſome Honour, Men and. Money, beſides Time to attend to our im- 
mediate Rights and Intereſt. What we acquire, that is juſtly our own 
during a War, we ſhall be able to preſerve at an enſuing Treaty of Peace: 
What we get. that is not our own, muſt be reſtored to the Enemy. To 
what Purpaſe-then can falſe Claims tend, but to endleſs and fruitleſs Expe- 
ditions? And how can, ſuch ſerve the Honour of a Prince, who prides 
himſelf in being the honeſteſt Man in Europe; and who by a Reign, long, 
happy, and glorious, has convinced all Mankind he is fo ? 2 
e 
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The Diſcovery of North- River, at the Entrance of which now ſtands |, of 

the City of New-York, was by Henry Hudſon, an Engliſhman in the Service 83 

of the Dutch Eaſt- India Company, in 1609. He failed as far up as the 

Depth of the Water would permit his Sloop to go, which was ſomewhere 

about Albany. This was the firſt Intercourſe we had with the Confederates ; Firſt Inter. 
the Bear Tribe of the Canungas, called Maquas, 8 then ſeated on the A with 

Weſt, as the Mobiccons, a Nation not of the Confederacy, on the Eaſt gg 

Side of the North-River towards Albany. The Moehiccons occupied both 


Sides, from the Kaats Kill Mountains to the Sea, under ſeveral particular 
Names. 


On Hudſon's Return to Holland, ſome private Adventurers purchaſed the Private Trades 
Eaſt- India Company's Right, and obtained of the States a Licence for an to Albany. 
excluſive Trade. In 1610, they began a Commerce with the Confederates, 
who were then at War with all the Nations round; and by that Means in- 4 T. gine- 
curred the Reſentment of all the Tribes of Mobiccons. In 1613, they be- Houfe at 1. 
gan a Trading-Houſe at the Place now called Abany, and the following bany 1613, 
Year put ſome Cannon into it. But this they were compelled to abandon abandoned 
in 1618, without any Breach with the Confederates. From this to 1623, = 
when the Veſt-India Company obtained their Charter, they traded only at Company's 


their Ships, without any Fort or Trading-Houfe. Nor did the Weſt-India Charter. 


Company attempt any Settlement till 16 2 9. : . 


. * 1 . 162 1 
From that Time to 1664, there was an uninterrupted Adminiſtration, Theice to 
under three ſucceſſive Governor Cenerals, by Commiſſion of the Weſt-India 1664 a regu- 


Company of the Chamber of Amſterdam, under the Allegiance of the States lar Dutch Go- 
General, vernment. 


Fort Orange was eſtabliſhed almoſt as early as New Amſterdam. (The Albany ſe- 
Names that the Dutch called Albany and New-York by.) For as the French cond Settle- 
from Canada had for ſeveral Years turniſhed the Enemies of the Confederates mo 300 
with Fire-Arms, the Trade with the Dutch could alone enable them to and Confede- 
withſtand their Enemies. On the other hand, the Dutch had all the other rates how con- 
Nations round one Time or other at War with them. On theſe Points of nected. 
Joint Intereſt, was an inviolable Friendſhip eſtabliſhed between the Dutch 
and the Confederates. But in no Caſe did the Dutch claim Land on Sz. 


Laurence River, or Dominion over the Confederates. 


In 1664, an Engliſh Squadron, without any Declaration of War, took New-York 


New-York and its Dependencies, which extended Weſtward to within three Engliſh 66 


+ This Confederacy, called by the French les Iroquois, conſiſted then of give Nations, and 
is now of ſeven. From the Corruption of Margzas, firſt prolonged to Mahaquas by Dos. 
Megapolenſis, and contracted again, we have formed the Name Mohecks, which we give now | 
to the whole Nation of Caniingas, This Confederacy is the ſame as the Five Cantons men- Wo 

tioned in the Treaty of Utrecht, | 

D 2 Dutch 


— — — V 


— — oe OG GON an non 
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Dutch Miles of Delaware River; and on the other Side, ten Exgliſß Miles 
to the Eaſtward of North-River, by Capitulation the 16th of September 
1664 ||. This Province, which then obtained the Name of Nzw-Yorx, 
called by the Dutch, while in their Poſſeſſion, TRE New NETrteRrLAnDs, 
was by the third Article of the Treaty of Breda, July 31, 1667, confirmed 
to the Engliſh, as Surinam was to the Dutch, This Article recites, That 
they ſhould each reſpectively keep whatever Places they had taken by 
Force of Arms or otherwiſe, and were in Poſſeſſion of the 2oth of May 
* foregoing,'® 


Confirmed by 
the Treaty of 
Breda 1667. 


French Trea- At the Time that this Treaty was made with the Dutch, another was 
ty of Breda, executed with the French at the ſame Place. By the ſecond Article a Gene- 
ral Peace was eſtabliſhed. By the fourth, a Freedom of Commerce. And 
by the twelfth, expreſs Mention is made of the Places that ſhould be re- 
ſtored by the French to the Crown of England; that is, Antegoa and Mont- 
ſerat. And the Engliſb promiſed to reſtore whatever Places they had taken, 
equivalent to and the French had been in Poſſeſſion of, the iſt of January 1665 f. This 
a Treaty of I eſteem equivalent to a Treaty of Confirmation; becauſe if Places taken 
Confirmation. are to be reſtored, thoſe not loſt are to be implied to be confirmed, or at 
leaſt it amounts to an Acquieſcence of the other Party. The 1ſt of Ja- 
nuary 1665, the Engliſh had been in Poſſeſſion of New-York near four 
Months, and had aſſumed to fulfil with the Confederates whatever had been 
French Right engaged by the Dutch. And the French at the ſame Time had two or 
wy _ three conſiderable Townſhips on the South-eaſt Side of S7. Laurence River, 
Laurence, and as many Sconces between Montreal and Riviere St. Francis, Upon this 
Point I found my Opinion of the French's extending thereabouts to this Side 
of St. Laurence, For thoſe Parts have never been given to us by any ſub- 
ſequent Treaty. But Countries in the actual Poſſeſſion of the French have 
been confirmed to them by the fourth Article of the Treaty of Ryſcwick, 

and the French have had Poſſeſſion of thoſe Parts above 130 Years. 


Charles IT. A ſecret Treaty followed with France in 1670, for the Deſtruction of the 

ſecret Treaty. Dutch, and was put in Execution by a Declaration of War of King Charles 

| IT. againſt the States, March 27, 1672, while Lewis XIV. invaded the 
United Provinces with a vaſt Army and amazing Progreſs. 


The firſt El-. During this intimate Union of Purpoſes between the Crowns of England 


W er of and France, and while the French were in Amity with the Confederate 
Ponce Count Frontenac, Governor of Canada in 1672, prevailed with the Confe- 


All che Dates here are reduced to the New Stile. | 

* N. B. There are two Commas [] prefixed to full Quotations, and one only to Extracts 
or Abridgements. | 

+ 12. The maſt Chriſtian King ſhall reſtore Autegoa and Montſerat. © And the King 
« of Great Britian ſhall reciprocally reſtore and give up to the moſt Chriſtian King in the 
« Form already expreſſed, all the Iſlands, Countries, Fortreſſes and Colonies, in what Part 
of the World ſoever they are ſituated, which he was in Poſſeſſion of before the firft of 
* January 1665, and which might have been taken from him by the Arms of the King of 
« Great Britain before or after the ſigning of the preſent Treaty.” 


derates 
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derates to allow him to build a Trading-Houſe at Cataragui ; and under 
that Pretence he built a Fort, to which he gave his own Name Frontenac“. 
This is the Point in queſtion. 


The Dutch, though reduced to Extremities at home, had abroad a victo- The Dutch re 
rious Fleet under Admiral Evertſe, junior, which deſtroyed near all the AN 
French and Engliſh Shipping from Newfoundland to Barbadoes; and in Au- 8 
guſt 1673 ſurprized New-York, and held it without any Capitulation 5. 

The Council of War extended Dominion only as far as the Dutch had The Extent of 
formerly claimed t, and for that Purpoſe compelled the Magiſtrates and 3 
Officers within thoſe Bounds to ſwear Allegiance to the States, and the ſerene formerly. 


Prince of Orange. 


In Captain Anthony Colve's Commiſſion jj, which was given him by the The Dutch 
Council of War for Governor General, the Dutch Boundaries are very Boundaries in 
circumſtantially deſcribed where they bind on the Exg/;þ. But to the — Sm 
Northward no Boundary is mentioned. Upon this I tound my Opinion 
that no Boundaries had ever been ſettled with the French, as they had been 
with the Exgliſb at Hartford in 1650, on the Eaſtern Side. 


Our unnatural War with the Dutch was determined by the Treaty of New-York 
Weſtminſter the 19th- of February 1674. By the ſixth Article it was con- reſtored to the 
cluded, © that whatever Countries, Towns, Forts, Sc. had been taken on — 99 by the 
either Side ſince the Commencement of the War, ſhould be reſtored to Wasner 
* the former Lord and Proprietor.” The Country was reſtored to the 1674. 


Engliſh in Purſuance of this Treaty, October 31, 1674. 


Though a Peace was concluded with Holland, Charles II. ſtill remained Charles II. 
devoted to France, and encouraged their Enterprizes. During the Re- ſtill in French 
mainder of this Reign the Engliſh were extreamly ſerviceable to the Confe- Meaſures. 
derates, as they had got again inſenſibly engaged in a War with the French, 
by intercepting their Enemies as they came to trade at Frontenac. 


Though they have in Europe diſputed about Dependency of the Confe- The Indepen- 
derates on the Crown of England, and whether they be Subjects or not, the om e 
ſame will not bear diſputing in this City; where we know, that they are in Regard to 
not ſubject to our Laws; that they have no Magiſtrates appointed over Subjection. 
them by our King; that they have no Repreſentatives in our Aſſemblies; 
that their own Conſent is neceſſary to engage them in a War on our Side: 
but that they have the Power of Life and Death, Peace and War, in their 
Councils, without being accountable to us. Subjection is what they are 
unacquainted with, even in their own State, there being no ſuch Thing as 


coercive Power among them. Their Chiefs are ſuch only in Virtue of their 


* Colden's Hiſtory of the Five Nations, 840, 5 4. + The Lives of the Dutch Sca-Heroes, 
by V. D. B. p. 436. and Dutch Records Z, at 


Veæau- Tork. I Dutch Records Z, || Idem, 
Credit, 
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1 Credit, and not their Power. They may indeed, with as much or 
greater Propriety, be ſaid to be Subjects to the King of Great Britain 


as to their own Chiefs, becauſe of their Dependence upon him for 
Protection, eſpecially againſt the French. | 


They are un- Their Connection with us ariſes from the French, and moſt of their 
der the Guar- Allies being their and our common Enemy, and meditating their De- 
23 of the ſtruction. After the French had, by Inſinuation and Conqueſt, made 
Slaniaderade great Encroachments upon them, they ſurrendered *Skaniaderade, and the 
in 1501 and Habitations of the Senecas, Cayugas, and Onondages; from Cayakoga 
the Countries to Oſtoego, to the Engliſh: Not, I aſſure you, for our own Uſe, but 
of N I _ to defend the ſaid Confederates, their Heirs and Succeſſors for ever. 
rendered tothe Therefore the Engliſh may be juſtly eſteemed their Guardians; by no 
Engliſh ; and means their Maſters. *Skaniaderade was ſurrendered to the Engliſh the 
for what Uſes. 20th of Fuly 1710, two Years after they had ſubmitted Frontenac to 
We th the French; left the French ſhould incroach beyond the little Lake at 

Cataraqui, lying between Frontenac and Rente. This was confirmed 

September 25, 1726, when they ſurrendered the Habitations of the three 


Weſtern Nations of the Confederates above mentioned. But to return 
to our Narrative. | 


Frontenac of The French being involved in a War, kept Frontenac, as a very im- 
iy rt portant Place in an active War with the Confederates; as being properly 
with the Con. ſituated to rendezvous their Forces, when deſigned againſt them; and to 


federates. intercept their Hunters as they returned from *Skaniaderade by the Eaſt 


End of Lake Ontario; but no way fitted for the Defence of their 
Frontiers of Canada. 


The War of ; | 912 1 | | 
es 44d 4 This War was at the higheſt, in the Reign of James the II. both 


Confederates, Sides equally bent upon extirpating the other. This King, to aban- 
The Confede- don the Confederates to their Deſtiny, entered the 16th of November 1686, 
rates abandon- at Vhite-Hall, into a Treaty of good Correſpondence and Neutrality 
ed by James II with the French for America. By the iſt Article it is agreed, That a 
8 firm Peace, Union and Amity, ſhall be between the Britiſb and French 
1686. Nations in America. By the 2d, that the Soldiers, or others, of either 
Sicde ſhall not moleſt the other, nor ſhall give Aſſiſtance or Supplies 

of Men or Victuals to the barbarous or wild Indians, with whom the 

* moſt Chriſtian King, or the King of Great Britain ſhall have a War.“ And 

by the 4th, © That both Kings ſhall have and retain to themſelves, 

The French all the Dominions, Rights and Pre-eminences in the American Seas, 
Navigation Roads, and other Waters whatſoever, in as full and ample Man- 


confirmed, ner, as of Right belongs to them; and in ſuch Manner as they 
«-now poſſeſs the ſame. 


Preach Right, It is to be obſerved, that the French had at this Time two Barques 
o' not an ex- ö a , . . 

des 9s $6.0 Lake Ontario; and that they have not given up this Right by any 
the Navigation + Colden, p. 62. compared with p. 88. 
of L. Ontar 10. 8 


Treaty 
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Treaty ſince. But this is no excluſive Right; for the Confederates re- 

mained Maſters of all the other Parts of the Lake. In the Year 167, But not to 
Mr. La Salle, in the Service of France, built a Barque above the Falls Erie, Huron, 
of Niagra, and navigated with her the Lakes of Erie, Huron, and and Michigan, 
Michigan |. The Confederates burnt her in her return, and killed all 

the Men. By that Means, the French Navigation was prevented 

there, and from being included in this Article for thoſe Lakes. Upon 

which I conclude, that the French have a Right by Treaty, though 

not an excluſive one, to the Navigation of Lake Ontario; none at all The whote 
to Lake Erie, becauſe entirely ſurrounded with the Country of the Con- Navigation of 
federates ; which is our excluſive Right, as the far greater Part has ny 
been ſurrendered to us, for the Uſes already mentioned, by the Confederates ; wo 
and their whole Country, by the 15th Article of the Treaty of recht, 

the French acquieſce to be ours; and is fo, as far as any Claim of theirs | 
can extend. The Confederates Land extended a great Way on the Lakes ang part or 
Huron and Michigan, the adjacent Navigation muſt be ours for the ſame Huron and 


Reaſon. But as the other Parts of theſe two latter Lakes are border- r 
e reit un- 


ſeitled. 


ed with Nations whom Commiſſioners were to determine, whether be— 
longing to the French or Enghſh, which has not been done, the 
Right to the Navigation of the adjacent Parts of thoſe Lakes, remains 
yet to ſettle. 


While the Treaty of V hbiteball exiſted between the two Crowns, the The French. 
Governor of Canada ſolicited the Confederates to enter into Treaty on rao "ME; 
with him, for accommodating their Differences. This Colonel Don- ,,;;1 8 
gan, Governor of New-York, endeavoured to fruſtrate; by inſiſting, federates. - 
that it would be more for the Intereſt of the Confederates, to treat Col. Dongan's 
with the French, „as Dependants upon the Crown of England. But Advice. 
King James ordered the Governor to give up the Point FF. Therefore King James |1 
whatever Pretence of Dominion the Zxghiſþ might have had over the renounces Po- 


. n minion over 
Confederates, here the King gave it up, for a Time at leaſt. . 


rates. 


The Negotiation propoſed between the French and Confederates being fruſ- War renew's, 
trated, the War was renewed with greater Vigour. The Confederates in Montreal 
Fuly 1688 ſack'd great Part of the Ifland of Montreal; and in Of#ober fol- ſacked. 
lowing, compleated what they had left before unfiniſhed, except the 
City T. This obliged the French Garriſon at Frontenac, to deſtroy the Ty. French 
two Barques they had on Lake Ontario, and abandon the Fort at abandon ron- 
Cataraqui, by the Governor's Order*. But in their precipitate Flight, tenac, 1658, 
the Match they had left to blow up the Magazine and one of the 
Baſtions miſſed its Effect. Fifty of the Confederates entered the Fort, The Confede- 
where they found 28 Barrels of Powder, and other Stores, which they rates enter it, 


took away, and left the Fort a little damaged and empty g. OR AY 


[| Hennapin's Travels, Vol. 1. ++ Colden's Hiſtory, p. 85, - + Colden's Hiltory, p. 88, 
* Charlevoix, Letter 12, +{Colden, p. £8. | 
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Frontenac The Fort Frontenac was thus abandoned by the French and the Indians, 
empty at the when the happy Revolution took place in England, in the Winter 1688, 
"F * and remained ſo when Queen King and William Mary declared War 
and Mary's againſt France the 17th of May 1689. 

ar. 

The French The Winter following, on the Removal of M. de Nonville from the 
reinſtate them- Government of Canada, and the reinſtating the Count Frontenac there; 
r T ſome young Gentlemen, and Indian Traders, went to Cataraqui and 
. eſtabliſhed themſelves in the Fort, repairing ſome little Damages the 
Indians had done r. From that Time, the French have continued in 

The Founda- Poſſeſſion of it to this Day. Upon account of this Re-entry by the 
ton of an Al. French, I ſaid in my Analyſis, p. 14, that they attained the Poſſeſſion of it 


ſertion of the 


Author in his during their War with the Confederates, As for the Poſſeſſion they firſt 
Analyſis. had, by Conſent of the Confederates, for a Trading-Houſe, I have here 
ſhewn how they had loſt it. 


The French The French thus reinſtated at Fort Frontenac, during their Wars 
continued in with the Enghiſh and the Confederates, continued ſo, when the Treaty 
Poſſeſſion of of Ry/wick was concluded between the King of Great Britain and the 
Apr yg c moſt Chriſtian King, the 2oth of September 1697. The 4th Article 
wick, (bay runs thus. And ſince the moſt Chriſtian King was never more de- 
The 4th Arti- fſirous of any thing, than that the Peace be firm and inviolable, the 
cle confirms 4 ſaid King promiſes and agrees for himſelf and his Succeſſors, That 
eee « he will on no Account whatſoever, diſturb the ſaid King of Great 
held, to the © Britain, in the free Poſſeſſion of the Kingdoms, Countries, Lands, 
Parties that or Dominions which he now enjoys; and therefore engages his Ho- 
held them, « nour, upon the Faith and Word of a King, that he will not give 
“ or afford any Aſſiſtance, directly or indirectly, tg any Enemy or 

« Enemies of the ſaid King of Great Britain: And that he will in 

© no Manner whatſoever favour the Conſpiracies or Plots which any 

“ Rebels, or ill-diſpoſed Perſons, may in any Place excite or contrive 

e againſt the ſaid King: And for that End promiſes and engages, 

«© That he will not aſſiſt with Arms, Ships, Ammunition, Proviſions, or 

* Money, or in any other Way, by Sea or Land, any Perſon or Per- 

« ſons, who ſhall hereafter, under any Pretence whatſoever, diſturb or 

“ moleſt the ſaid King of Great Britain, in the free and full Poſſeſſion 

of his Kingdoms, Countries, Lands and Dominions. The King of 

« Great Britain likewiſe promiſes and engages for himſelf and Succeſſors, 

« Kings of Great Britain, That he will inviolably do and perform the 

For which * ſame towards the ſaid moſt Chriſtian King, his Kingdoms, Countries, 
+ Reaſon the * Lands and Dominions”*, It was upon this Faith and Honour of 
AN 3 King William's Promiſe of not diſturbing the French King, in the free Poſeſ- 
Frontenac, &c,/#0115 of the Kingdoms, Countries, Lands or Dominions he then enjoyed, that 
belonged to I ſaid in my Analyſis, The French had an undoubted Title to their Acqui- 


we Snag 4 fition of the North-weſt Side of St. Laurence River, from Frontenac to 
who then | | | 


it, 


+ Colden's Hiſtory, p,g7, and 181. * From the London Copy publiſhed by Authority, 1697. 
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Montreal. The French, by the Force of this Fort, having obliged the 
Confederates entirely to relinquiſh thoſe Parts, whatever their Right was 
there before. 


When Advice arrived in America, of the Peace being concluded at Advice of the 
Ryſwick, the Governors of New-York and Canada immediately ceaſed Peace. 
Hoſtilities : But to bring the Confederates, though now weary of the Doubts 22 
War, to be reconciled to the French, and their numerous Allies, was e, = 
not ſo eafily effected. The French wanted to treat with them ſeparately, federates, re- 
and the Engliſh to give Peace to the French, as if the Confederates were ferred to Com- 
Subjects of England. This Point, after much Conteſt, was referred to — 11 ag 
their Principals at home, and by them to Commiſſioners to ſettle“. But e u 
the Governor of Canada improving this Pretenſion of the Exgliſb to a Do- Ihe French 
minion over the Confederates, and repreſenting that the Engliſb claimed and Confede- 
them as Slaves, for they have no other Idea of Subjefion than Slavery, they gy conclude 
fell in with Count Frontenac in 1699, and concluded a ſeparate Peace with „ 
the French Þ ; and left Fort Frontenac and the Country thence to Montreal Frontenac is 
in Poſſeſſion of the French, the War between them having been begun left to the 


before, and continued after the Engliſh were engaged in it. French. 


If the Confederates had granted the Country in queſtion to the Engliſh The Engliſh, 
before the French had ſettled it, which I have no Reaſon to believe they had, if they had a 
as they never made a Claim to it, or had Poſſeſſion of it, the Engliſh had a * we — 
Right to acquieſce with the French's keeping it, as the Kingdoms, Countries, Right to = 
Lands or Dominions, which the moſt Chriſtian King then enjoyed, as men- firm it to the 


tioned by the fourth Article of the Peace of Ryſwick above quoted. French, 


If the Confederates had not granted the Country to the Engliſh before the Otherwiſe the 
French had ſettled it, the Confederates had undoubtedly a Right to acquieſce Confederates 
with the French's keeping it by the Treaty they concluded in 1699. _ confirm 

LT have thus related the Circumſtances which induced me to form the ne Conclu- 
Opinion I publiſhed in my Analyſis in Regard to the Right of the Country fron. 
lying between Fort Frontenac and Montreal, on the North-weſt Side of &.. 
Laurence. I am morally certain of every Circumſtance I have related ; if 
my Concluſions are wrong, I ſhould be glad of ſeeing the Point ſet in a 
better Light. | 


* Celden's Hiſtory, p. 196, 197. + Idemp. 199. 


K See. 


34 


The Letter- 
Writer's Rea- 


ſoning. 


otes the 
2 Ar- 
ticle of the 
Treaty of 
Ryſwick. 


The Abſurdity of ſending Barrisn Fon czs to VIA OIxI A, anſwered. 


, "2 £ 


CRE AE... coat 
Remarks upon the Letter-Writer's Reaſoning, &c. 


Have hitherto confined myſelf to rectifying ſome of the Letter-Writer's 

Repreſentations of Fas ; and the Reader, I hope, will on my 
ſpending one or two Paragraphs in diſabuſing the Public of ſome of his 
Reafonine and Inſinuations. He ſays that, < All that the Treaty (of 
« Ryfwick) contains, that can be thought to be in the leaſt Degree appli- 
© cable to the Matter under Conſideration, is the ſeventh Article, which 
« is in theſe Words, That the moſt Chriſtian King ſhall reftore to the King of 
« Great Britain, all Countries, Iſlands, Forts and Colomes, whereſoever ſituated, 
« which the Engliſh did poſſeſs before the Declaration of this preſent War: 
« And in like Manner the King of Great Britain ſhall reſtore to the moſt Chri/- 
„ tian King, all Countries, Iſlands, Forts and Colonies, whereſoever ſituated, 
« which the French did poſſeſs before the ſaid Declaration of War; and this 
« Reſtitution ſhall be made on both Sides within the Space of fix Months, or 
« ſooner if it can be done.” How he came to think this Article at all ap- 
plicable to the Matter under Conſideration, a Stranger would be at a Loſs 
to know. In Anſwer, let it ſuffice, that the Public be informed, That 
the Engliſh did not poſſeſs the Land in queſtion before the Declaration of the 
War determined by the Peace of Ryſtwick; and therefore it could not be 
included in this Article. So far otherwiſe, the French did poſſeſs it before 
the Declaration of that War ; and had we taken it, we muſt have made a 
Reſtitution of it to them, in Purſuance of the Article the Letter-Writer 
has quoted. 


As for the Author's Inſinuations that ſome out of Principle, and ſome 
out of evil Deſigns, who would gladly improve my Map to ſerve a French 
Intereſt, may refuſe to be concerned the next Campaign in an Attempt 
agen Frontenac, a careful Peruſal of the foregoing Articles will beſt 

wer. | | 


The Letter-Writer repeats here, what has been confuted over and over 
in regard to the Aſſembly of Penſiluania. That not long fince @ very 


s reſpectable Body, unacquainted with his Majeſty's Rights in America, 


&« or influenced by falſe geographical Repreſentations, ſeemed in Anſwer 
* to a Meſſage of one of our Governors, to doubt the Equity of our 
Claim to the very Lands on the Ohio, which even Mr. Evan's himſelf 
has included in the Province of Peuſilvania. The Aſſembly never cal- 
led in queſtion his Majeſty's Right to any Part of the Ohio: They did 
indeed doubt, whether Fort Du Queſne was in the Province of Penſilvania, 
as the Governor inſiſted it was, and brought ſuch Evidence to prove as the 
Nature of the Subject would admit. The Place was remote; later Scrutiny 
ſhews only, that it was but juſt within the Borders. The Diſpute about that 
Fort's being in the Colony, was introduced with a View of getting = gp 

embly 


The Abſurdity of ſending Burr 18 Forces to Virorſta, anſwered. 35 


ſembly to act as Principals in the Recovery of it. Had the Governors 
been anxious only for removing the Incroachments, it would have availed 
little, whether Fort Du Queſue was in or out of the Colony; or whether 
the Aſſembly acted as Principals or Auxiliaries; carried on a War them- 
ſelves, or only contributed what they had in their Power to the Support of 


the other Expeditions carried on in his Majeſty's Name in Nova-Scotia, Lake 
George and Virginia. 


The Letter-Writer repreſents, © That the inteſtine Enemies of the Go- The Letter- 
« yernment, and all thoſe who are diſaffected to the preſent glorious and Writer im- 
« yigorous Meaſures of the Miniſtry, would not fail to make the worſt pvtes to the 
« Uſe of our Author's Doctrine in Great Britain and Ireland.” Is the 3 
Letter- Writer no better acquainted with the Meaſures propoſed by the ver refed 
Miniſtry, than to think his Majeſty's Forces were intended to go a Bird- The ſame 
neſting to Canada, while the French are ſettling and improving Ohio ? The anſwered, 
Miniſtry we know have directed the whole Plan of Action for the Reco- 
very of Ohio. Braddocꝶ fell in the Attempt ; we feel the fatal Loſs: Had 
he been ſucceſsful, the War had been probably over, and we in Poſſeſſion 
of the fineſt Country on Earth. The Country is worth ten thouſand At- 
tempts. Not one who loves the Name of a Friton, Liberty, or of Grorce, 
but would rejoice in an Opportunity of another Attempt. Is a Country in- 
conteſtibly ours, capable o* maintaining, with moderate Cultivation, fifty 
Millions of People at a Time, and thoſe renewed every Generation, to be 
thrown away for the ſake of taking Frontenac! Madneſs. To let ſo many 
People be the Deſcendents of Frenchmen, and not of Britons, the Sons of 


Slavery and not of Liberty, would be making a Waſte of the moſt excel- 
lent Country that God ever created. 


New-York, Jan. 10, 1756. 


LEWIS EvANs. 
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